Madison and Chatham Promote Good Sportsmanship
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This past Friday night, Madison High School (MHS) and Chatham High School (CHS) renewed an old rivalry on the gridiron of Ted Monica Stadium. With the inception of the new Northwest Jersey Athletic Conference, or NJAC, Madison and Chatham are now members of the NJAC’s Independence Division. We will be seeing a lot of each other throughout the school year. Both Madison and Chatham administrations want to foster a healthy and spirited rivalry between the two schools for years to come. Thus, a Sportsmanship Summit was held at Chatham High School this past Friday morning. While CHS fed us a delicious breakfast, student leaders from both schools met to brainstorm ideas that they could take back to their respective student bodies to promote good sportsmanship at all events. The students had a very productive conversation.

Friday night, with both teams wearing pink ribbon helmet decals in recognition of Breast Cancer Awareness Month, participated in a “Pre-Game” handshake. It was truly an awesome site as both teams lined the sidelines, walked in unison out to midfield, and shook hands. It sent quite a message to those watching as the gesture was met with appreciative applause.
It was quite a way to start a healthy rivalry between Madison and Chatham High Schools. Looking towards the future, I encourage everyone to partake and support good sportsmanship at all of our events at Madison High School, both home and away.
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