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The ά{ǘŀƴŘŀǊŘƛȊŜŘέ Test 



What Tests Were Given 
In the 2010-2011 Schools Year? 

ÅTerra Nova  Grade 2  (Language Arts and Math) 
ÅNJ ASK   Grades 3-8  (Literacy and Math) 

   (Science section in grds 4 & 8) 
ÅPSAT   Grade 10 (English and Math) 
ÅHSPA    Grade 11 (Language Arts and Math) 
ÅSAT     (English and Math) 
ÅAdvanced Placement Tests 
ÅAccess for ELLs   (Mandatory for ESL - Title III) 
ÅEnd of Course Algebra I & II  
ÅNJ Biology Competency Test 



Terra Nova is a Norm-Referenced Test 

Å Norm-Referenced Tests are designed to compare individual 
ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎΩ ŀŎƘƛŜǾŜƳŜƴǘ ǘƻ ǘƘŀǘ ƻŦ ŀ άƴƻǊƳ ƎǊƻǳǇΣέ ŀ ǊŜǇǊŜǎŜƴǘŀǘƛǾŜ 
sample of his or her peers. The design is governed by the normal or 
bell-shaped curve in the sense that all elements of the test are 
directed towards spreading out the results on the curve (Monetti, 
2003; NASBE, 2001; Zucker, 2003; Popham, 1999). The curve-
governed design of norm-referenced tests means that they do not 
ŎƻƳǇŀǊŜ ǘƘŜ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎΩ ŀŎƘƛŜǾŜƳŜƴǘ ǘƻ ǎǘŀƴŘŀǊŘǎ ŦƻǊ ǿƘŀǘ ǘƘŜȅ 
should know and be able to doτthey only compare students to 
other students who are assumed to be in the same norm group. For 
example, the available norms for the Iowa Test of Basic Skills are: 
districts of similar sizes, regions of the country, socio-economic 
status, ethnicity, and type of school (e.g., public, Catholic, private 
non-Catholic) in addition to a representation of students nationally. 



Norm-Referenced Tests 



NJ ASK is a Criterion-Referenced Test 

Criterion-Referenced Tests are designed to show how students 
achieve in comparison to standards, usually state standards. 
(NASBE, 2001; Wilde, 2004; Zucker, 2003). In contrast to norm-
referenced tests, it is theoretically possible for all students to 
achieve the highestτor the lowestτscore, because there is no 
attempt to compare students to each other, only to the 
standards. Results are reported in levels that are typically basic, 
proficient, and advanced. The test items are not chosen to sort 
students but to ascertain whether they have mastered the 
knowledge and skills contained in the standards. 
 
 



New Jersey Assessment of Skills and 
Knowledge (NJ ASK) 

  

 The New Jersey Assessment of Skills and Knowledge for grades 
five through eight (NJ ASK 5-8) was administered for the first time in 
Spring 2008, and for grades 3 & 4 in Spring 2009 with a new test 
design. The NJ ASK is designed to give an early indication of the 
progress students are making in mastering the knowledge and skills 
described in the Core Curriculum Content Standards. The results 
are to be used by schools and districts to identify strengths and 
weaknesses in their educational programs. It is anticipated that this 
process will lead to improved instruction and better alignment with 
the Core Curriculum Content Standards. The results may also be 
used, along with other indicators of student progress, to identify 
those students who may need instructional support in any of the 
content areas. This support, which could be in the form of individual 
or programmatic intervention, would be a means to address any 
identified knowledge or skill gaps. 



NJ ASK Scoring 

ÅAdvanced Proficient = 250-300 

 

ÅProficient = 200-249 

 

ÅPartially Proficient = 199 and Below 



What do we do with NJ ASK Data? 



District Factor Groups (DFG) 

ÅThe District Factor Groups (DFGs) were first 
developed in 1975 for the purpose of comparing 
ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎΩ ǇŜǊŦƻǊƳŀƴŎŜ ƻƴ ǎǘŀǘŜǿƛŘŜ ŀǎǎŜǎǎƳŜƴǘǎ 
across demographically similar school districts. 
The DFGs represent an approximate measure of a 
ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅΩǎ ǊŜƭŀǘƛǾŜ ǎƻŎƛƻŜŎƻƴƻƳƛŎ ǎǘŀǘǳǎ ό{9{ύΦ 
The classification system provides a useful tool 
for examining student achievement and 
comparing similarly-situated school districts in 
other analyses. 



Comparing Apples to Apples 

ÅDistrict Factor Groups (DFG) Formula: 

 1) Percent of adults with no high school diploma 
2) Percent of adults with some college education 
3) Occupational status 
4) Unemployment rate 
5) Percent of individuals in poverty 
6) Median family income 

 



²Ƙŀǘ ƛǎ aŀŘƛǎƻƴΩǎ 5CDΚ 

ÅA    (Lowest Socioeconomic Determination) 

ÅB 

ÅCD 

ÅDE 

ÅFG 

ÅGH 

ÅI 

ÅJ   (Highest Socioeconomic Determination) 



2011 NJ ASK 3 

0.0% 

10.0% 

20.0% 

30.0% 

40.0% 

50.0% 

60.0% 

70.0% 

80.0% 

90.0% 

100.0% 

Partially Proficient  Proficient  Advanced Proficient  Passing  

16.6% 

70.6% 

12.9% 

83.5% 

21.1% 

66.1% 

12.8% 

78.9% 

37.0% 

55.8% 

7.2% 

63.0% 

Language Arts Literacy  

DISTRICT DFG STATE 



2011 NJ ASK 3 
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2011 NJ ASK 4 
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2011 NJ ASK 4 
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2011 NJ ASK 4 
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2011 NJ ASK 5 
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2011 NJ ASK 5 
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2011 NJ ASK 6 
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2011 NJ ASK 6 
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2011 NJASK 7 
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2011 NJ ASK 7 
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NJ ASK 8 
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NJ ASK 8 
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Class of 2015 (Current 9th Graders) 
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