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What Tests Were Given
In the 20102011 Schools Year?

Alerra NovaGrade 2 (Language Arts and Math)

ANJ ASK Grades 38 (Literacy and Math)
(Science section igrds4 & 8)

APSAT Grade 10 (English and Math)

AISPA Grade 11 (Language Arts and Math)

FSAT (English and Math)
Advanced Placement Tests
Access for ELLS (Mandatoryfor ESL Title 1)

AEnd of Course Algebra | & I
MNJ Biology Competency Test
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Terra Nova Is a NorFReferenced Test

A Norm-Referenced Teswre designed to compare individual ’
a0dzRSYy (1aQ I-OK)\S@SYS)/ 02 GKIF O
sample of his or her peers. The design is governed by the normal o
bellshaped curve in the sense that all elements of the test are
directed towards spreading out the results on the curviegetti,
2003;NASBE2001;Zucker 2003;Popham 1999). The curve
governed design of norrreferenced tests means that they do not
O2YLI NB (GKS addzRSyduaQ I OKASQSY
should know and be able to dathey only compare students to
other students who are assumed to be in the same norm group. Fo
example, the available norms for the lowa Test of Basic Skills are:
districts of similar sizes, regions of the country, seagonomic
status, ethnicity, and type of school (e.g., public, Catholic, private
non-Catholic) in addition to a representation of students nationally.
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Norm-Referenced Tests

The Bell Curve

Norm-referenced Tests (NRTs) are designed to compare
student performance to other students

E
a
=
o
=
-
™
-
o
-
=
e
=)
=
o
Ly
m

Below average Above average

50
Secores in Percentiles

() Madison

Publie Schools




NJ ASK is @riterion-Referenced Test

CriterionReferenced Tes@re designed to show how students
achieve in comparison to standards, usually state standards.
(NASBE2001; Wilde, 2004Zuckey 2003). In contrast to norm
referenced tests, it is theoretically possible for all students to
achieve the highest or the lowest score, because there is no
attempt to compare students to each other, only to the
standards. Results are reported in levels that are typically basic
proficient, and advanced. The test items are not chosen to sort
students but to ascertain whether they have mastered the
knowledge and skills contained in the standards.
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New Jersey Assessment of Skills anc
Knowledge (NJ ASK)

The New Jersey Assessment of Skills and Knowledge for grades
five through eight (NJ ASK 5-8) was administered for the first time in
Spring 2008, and for grades 3 & 4 in Spring 2009 with a new test
design. The NJ ASK is designed to give an early indication of the
progress students are making in mastering the knowledge and skills
described in the Core Curriculum Content Standards. The results
are to be used by schools and districts to identify strengths and
weaknesses in their educational programs. It is anticipated that this
process will lead to improved instruction and better alignment with
the Core Curriculum Content Standards. The results may also be
used, along with other indicators of student progress, to identify
those students who may need instructional support in any of the
content areas. This support, which could be in the form of individual
or programmatic intervention, would be a means to address any
identified knowledge or skill gaps.
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NJ ASK Scoring

A Advanced Proficient = 250-300
A Proficient = 200-249

A Partially Proficient = 199 and Below
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What do we do with NJ ASK Data*
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District Factor Groups (DFG)

A The District Factor Groups (DFGs) were first
developed in 1975 for the purpose of comparing
aU0dzRSYdaQ LISNF2NXYIF YOS
across demographically similar school districts.
The DFGs represent an approximate measure of
O2YYdzy Al éQa NBfIFGAODS a
The classification system provides a useful tool
for examining student achievement and
comparing similarhgituated school districts In
other analyses.
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Comparing Apples to Apples

A District Factor Groups (DFG) Formula:

1) Percent of adults with no high school diploma
2) Percent of adults with some college education
3) Occupational status

4) Unemployment rate

5) Percent of individuals in poverty

6) Median family income
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2011 NJ ASK 3

Languag@éArts Literacy

12.9%12.8%




2011 NJ ASK 3

Mathematics
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2011 NJ ASK 4

Language Arts Literacy
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2011 NJ ASK 4

Mathematics
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2011 NJ ASK 4

Science
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2011 NJ ASK 5

Language Arts Literac)




2011 NJ ASK 5

Mathematics
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2011 NJ ASK 6

Language Arts Literac)
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2011 NJ ASK 6

Mathematics
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2011 NJASK 7

Language Arts Literac)
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Mathematics
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NJ ASK 8
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NJ ASK 8

Mathematics

87.2%86.4%
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Class of 2018Current 9 Graders)
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